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Vidzeme region 

Source: VIDZEMES PLĀNOŠANAS REĢIONA ILGTSPĒJĪGAS ATTĪSTĪBAS STRATĒĢIJA 2014 – 2030, http://www.vidzeme.lv 
Graphics: State Regional Development Agency, http://www.vraa.gov.lv/; State Land Service, http://kadastralavertiba.lv 
 

• Area – 15245 km2 

• Municipalities – 26 

• Population - ~220K 

• Population density – 
14,4 inhab./km2 



Potential areas for SRC 

< 38 points 

 260 574 ha 

 52% of agricultural land 

Source: Makovskis K., Lazdina D. (2015) Potential areas of low productivity agriculture lands for SRC energy wodd 
production in Vidzeme region. Research For Rural Development. LLU : Jelgava, pp.288-292 ISNN 1691-4031  

< 25 points 

 87 899 ha 

 18% of agricultural land 



Consumption of wood fuels in Vidzeme 
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Heat map: Makovskis K., Lazdina D. (2015) Potential areas of low productivity agriculture lands for SRC energy wodd 
production in Vidzeme region. Research For Rural Development. LLU : Jelgava, pp.288-292 ISNN 1691-4031  
Statistics:  Latvian center of Environment, geology and meteorology, http://parissrv.lvgmc.lv/#viewType=home_view 



SRC in Vidzeme region 

• There is no explicit registration of SRC 
plantations; 

• Only available statistics - direct payment 
registration reports (areas applied for subsidies); 

• Statistics available could underestimate current 
size of SRC in Latvia. 



SRC in Vidzeme region 
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Latvia Vidzeme region 

Statistics: Rual Suppot Sevice, http://www.lad.gov.lv  

11,4 13,7 21,031,2 48,0

189,0

369,9

617,6

553,1

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

2014 2015 2016

Grey alder

Aspen

Willow

Areas subsidied in Latvia, ha



• SRC areas subsidised are linked to the registered address of 
the companies and farms; 

• Many SRC plantations are registered in Riga. 

SRC in Vidzeme region 

Statistics: Rual Suppot Sevice, http://www.lad.gov.lv  
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Survey - Coppice forestry 

Statistics: D. Lazdiņa, Potential of Short Rotation Forest and Short Rotation Coppice as additional resource for biomass 
production in Latvia, Silava 
  



Survey - Coppice forestry 

Statistics: D. Lazdiņa, Potential of Short Rotation Forest and Short Rotation Coppice as additional resource for biomass 
production in Latvia, Silava 
  



SRC experience in Vidzeme 
• Owner - private company, distributor of seedling material, full 

service company; 

• SRC – only willows, 200 ha harvested in 2017; 

• Mechanized planting – ~15000 cuttings/ha; 

• Manual harvesting, collection by forvarder; 

• Biomass yield: ~150m3 of woodchips per ha; 

• Usage: in 2016 – sold to biomass trader (supplied to local boiler 
house - 40 km), in 2017 – export/local use (80 km, port). 
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